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Is This the Long Lost Report of Pilatﬁhich w Revealsﬂ the Astonishing Fact That the Saviour’s Crucifixion

Would Have Been Prevented Had the Roman Reinforcements

ERTULLIAN, the great Christian historfen, who lived two hundred
years after Christ, says tn Book V., of his Apologial
“Peter persunded Tiberlus to place the report of Pllate in the
Royal Archives, whers It waa preserved.” "

Biblical scholars have for centuries searched for this report. The Rev.
Dr. W, D. Mahan, an English clergyman and paleographer, has brought
to light an ancient Latin manuseript in the library of the Vatican st Rome,
which purports to be the missing document.

If the Rev. Dr. Mahan proves to be right it {s the most marvellously
interesting discovery in many centuries. It reveals the nstonishing fact that
the Saviour would not have been crucifled If Pontius Pllats had had enough
soldlers to subdue the Jewish mob—If, In fact, the reinforcaments of the

- Roman commander that arrived the very next day had come one day sconer,
Pllate would have rescued the Saviour and prevented the erucifixion,

Pilate, In his report of the disturbances in the provinces of Judea, tells

his emperor, Tiberius Caepar, of a private perzonal Interview he had with

. T — n—

IR LD/

L BB TN T LY TLENRES 7
Olrrist; which gives & new-and entrancing vision of the Bavionr in the pres-
ence of'the Roman Governor. The repcrt of Pllate is given in full on the
next page, and is, indeed, i suthentic, “the most marvellous and extraocs
dinary discovery  of years,” as Cardinal Gibbons declares.

The Journal is unable to prove the suthentlcity of the document untll it
haa passed under the long and olpse serutiny of the antiquarian experts, But
there are many reasons why thls manuscript may be genuine,

That Pontius Pllate wrote such a report is proved by references to it by
the early historlans who saw {t- If 1z deflnitely mentloned by Tertulllan,
the historlan of the second century. Euseblus speaks of it and, Justin
Martyr olteés a passage from {t, And Lipsius and Tischendorf, the most dis-
tinguished modern experts, belleve such a document must have existed.

It the report of Pllate wers to be dlscovered anywhere to-day there is
no more likely place than the library of the Vatican. It is well known to all
scholars that thousands and thousands of unread and unknown treasures lle
hidden in ‘the archives of the Fope's 1l brary,
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From the time of the writings of the apologists there has existed an opinion that Pontius Pilate
wrote to Tiberius Caesar a narration of the events which occurred under him in Judea and which led to

the crucifixion of Christ.

Regarding this recent discovery, which has been brought to my notice for the first time by the
Journal, I would say: It is extremely interesting, as bringing to light two facts hitherto unknown to
Biblical history—first, the private interview that Pilate had with Christ, and, second, the fact that Pilate
would have prevented the crucifix ion of Christ had he had sufficient soldiery. ;

“TO TIBERIUSB CAESAR—EMPEROR—
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report the detalls as they have occurred, as I should not be pur-
“Noble Boverelgn, Greeting; The events of the last few days prised ¥ {n course of time they may change the destiny of our
In my provines have been of such a character that I thought well to nation; for it seems of late that the gods have ceased to be pro-
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rrived One Day Sooner ?
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FAG-SIMILE OF THE OLO LATIN PARGHMENT.

CRARLINAL GIBBONS SAYS:
The discovery of this manuscript, of which the Journal possesses a translation, has not been
previously brought to my notice. It is an important discuvery from every stzndpoint.

‘Although the existence of a letter from Pontius Pilate to Tiberius Caesar has -been a point of
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much controversy, the discovery of any document which purports to be the original of such a letter
should excite the keenest interest. To pronounce it gennine would require 3 long, scholarly investiga-
tion. If it were found to be genuine it would be the most marvellous and extraordinary discovery of
years, and would be of the utmost importance to the Christian world.
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pitious. I am elmost ready to say, ‘Cursed bs the day that I suc- Hall, and ordered & eplendid feast to be prepared, to whicH X [
ceeded Valerlus Gratus in the government of Judea.'

“On my arrival at Jerusalem I took possession of the Judgment " At the appointed homy no guests appeared. This AL BD Snauir

vited the Tetrarch of Galiles, with the High Priest and Jis officers.



